%

g y— e

SATURDAY EVENING,
FEBRUARY 13, 1904,

i £ THE .2 EVENING .&# WORLDS . HOME .2 MAGAZINE

Star 9ystem and Vanity of Individuals Are a Detriment to the 5tage of Te=Day, Declares MPS-, Gilbert.

———

. Public Not to Blame for In-
different Attitude Toward
Shakespeare—Hctors Who
Imagine Themselves Su-
perior fo “Small Parts”
—Frocks First, Art Second
with Many of the Younger
Actresses — Mrs, Gilbert
Preters Good Waudeville

to Bad Shakespeare,

O much is being sald these days
about a revival of interest In
Shakespearian plays that it oo~
curred to me Mrs. Gdlbert’'s opin-
ion—ah opinion based upon an

atimate knowledge of the moods and
tastes of theatre-goers for more than
bhalf a century—would be of more t.h-.n
ordinary interest.
“I have made it a principle,” lhodo-
murred, ‘‘not to talk for publication—a
. printed Interview seems so muoh like
an advertisement.”
' Mrs. Gilbert might have sdded: “And
I don’t need advertising.”
But she didn't. And, better still, she

talked, not with the painful conscious-
| ness of one who aims to make an im-
Py pression in print, but with the easy,
bnstudied manner of ome more inter-
sted in the subject than In herself.
' Mre. Gilbert had just returned home
pfter & walk, the first outdoor exercise
sbe had taken since that fall which re-
cently made her an invalid for a few

|

' )

| weeks.

Naturally, the first inquiry was of
ber health.

“Well,” was the cheery answer,

‘while I don’t exactly feel llke doing a
jakewalk, I'm still very much alive,
jnd, what's more, I hope to be for sev-
sral years to come. The “doctor at
Washington treated me according to
my age. My own doctor here is treat-
me as he would a patient ten years
my Jjunlor. That's even better than
" having & dressmaker make you ten
years younger, lsn't 1t?"
. fWho says Mrs.' Gilbert 1s weighty-
thres years old?

Beventy-three years young, If you
q please.
The doctor knows best.
‘ A £ &£ & SN

&€ ANCING,” promptly answered
D this remarkable woman when
aaked what she belleved liad

enabled her to retain her surprising

vitality,

“I learned dancing when I was a lit-
tle girl, and it has kept me in pretty
good th ever since. I'm so light,”
(with an expressive sweep of the hands
over her epare figure, ‘‘that a puff of
wind will lift me off my feet. But I'm
slways certain of landing on them
pgain. That's what dancing early and
danocing late will do for one."”

“You dld a step or two in ‘Mice and
Men' last year."

“Yes,” and there was a twinkle in the
blue-gray eyes, ‘‘and maybe I could do
a step or two this year, But this lsn't
Bhakespeare, is it?"

““What is it, vaudeville?"

“Perhaps,”’ laughed the volatile vet-
wan, ‘“‘and I don't mind saying that I

‘7 Zrjoya Good VaudevilleSh

prefer good vaudeville to bad Shakes-
peare any day. In faot, I enjoy a good
vaudeville show, but I can't ablde a
voor performance of a shlkupou)an
play.” i
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RS, GILBERT was now fully

M squared away at the question,

yet she approached it with no-
ticeable hesitancy.

“T am afrald it would sound pre-
sumptive In me to say.anything on the
possible attitude of the theatre-going
public toward BShakespeare,” she re-
marked. “It (s to be admitted, of
course, that for a long time taste has
tended in a less serious direction. FPeo-
ple who go to the theatre want to be
entertained and amused, and it's per-
fectly right they should. But I believe
that the stage, more than the public,
fs to blame for lack of proper interest
in the classic plays. Give the public
Shakesperian plays as they should be
given and 1 believe the public will not
be found wanting in its support.”

“And the trouble lles in—?"

““The star system and the vanity of
individuals,” sald Mrs. Gilbert, selzing
the question, ‘‘There are more stars to-
day, but they are not such stars as we
had in the o!d days. We have no
Booths, no Forrests, no Cushmans.
Most of the stars are small, and in
order that they may appear larger the
actors who play thp legser parts are
smaller still, Then, too, it is difficult

to get players of talent to take subor-
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dinate roles. I have heard more than
once an actor or an actress say: ‘I
cannot afford to take a small part. It
would injure my professional reputa-
tion." "

A sigh of regret, mixed with impa-
tience, escaped the champlon of the old
school.

**There are no small plru in Bhakes-
peare’s plays. All the parts are vital;
all mean much, If the meaning s
brought out. If only those who com-
plain of ‘small parts’ could be made to
realize this! Then we would have bet-
ter, all-around Shakesperian perform-
ances, and I belleve the public would
be as ready as ever to patronize this
form of drama. But in these days
everything is done for the ‘star,’ instead
of the star belng able to .take care of
himself, as should be the case. A star
should dominate everybody and every-

thi; i Hof.houl':! h“:ru: ."t%‘ub% p:lr;-
son of suc w -
rome.yno mnlterpgvhn his surround-

ngs. But If these surroundings a.re
mediocre and the star none too 7
the public should not be found ault
with because It {s lukewarm in its ap-
preclation.”
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OJWEVER, Mrs. Gilbert takes a
H hopeful view of better days and
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better things bye-and-bye.

'

“What wlill bring the change?' she
repeated. “Education and culture,
These advantages are possessed In
greater degree than ever by many of
the young women, espacially, who are
turning toward the stage to-day. Of
course, they must, first of all/ have
natural talent, without which all their
accomplishments would count for noth-
ing. But education will be a great fac-

tor in alding them to reach a high |

plane In the world of acting."”
Mrs. Gilbart folded her hands in her

:“K

oody Hag

the conclusion that it is best for this
old lndv to u(lck to her knitting."
- > -
NI.TTI'NG" led the way home
and to Mrs, Gllbert saying
she rarely went to any thea-
tre but the one where she was obliged
to go.

“I stay at home and read the critl-
clsms,'” she addeq. “I am very fond
i of doing that, and knowing the capa-
bilities of the players discussed T am
able to judge pretty well for mysell

lap and was silent a moment. Then she
continued:

“A great many young women come
to me for advice, but I seldom glve any,
for the reason that It is seldom,
ever, taken. If my advice has hap-
pened to Interfere with the style or
color of the young woman's frock or the
way in which she wanted to wear her
hair, she has, in nearly every instance,
hastened off, leaving the advice on my
hands. Dress, instead of acting seems
to come first In the minds of most as-
pirants these days, so I bave come to

i

what the performances are like. I like
| entertatning criticilsmp. Very often they
are much more diverting than the per-
formances, I belleve In criticlsms, and
I admire gogd judgment, which s the
chief requisite of a oritic. It's funny
to see the way criticlsm is taken by
those criticised. If a eritic speaks
well of an actor you are apt to see
him running about with the paper in
his hand, progdly proclaiming: “There's
what they think of me!" But {f the
reference to his acting happens to be
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HERE will be several shifts of
attractions, but only one new

next week.

The single newcomer s “Glit-
tering Gloria," which Fisher and Ryley
will produce at Daly's on  Monday
night. The plece 1s an English “comedy
with music’” by Hugh Morton and Ber-
nard Rolt. The locale is Londbn, ana
the complications occur over the discov-

ery by a young wife of the intention ot

ber husband to buy Gloria Grant a dla-

mond necklace. Glorla, of course, is an

pctress. The company includes Adelo

Ritchie, Phyllis Rankin, the Hengler

Bisters, Cyril Scott and Ierdinand Gott-

schalk,

“Merely Mary Ann,’”’ in which Eleanor
Robson has scored a sure success, wil
move from the Garden to the Criterion
Fheatre, and “The Secret of Polichl-
pelle,” now homeless because of the
Mayor's order closing the Madison
Pquare Theatre, will be housed in the
Garden Theatre. Kyrle Bellew, who
was also driven from home at the Prin-
cess and who is prowling along the high-
way this week, will break into the
Savoy Theatre on Morday night with
“Reaffles’” and’‘The Sacrament of Ju-
daans*

William PJaversham will come back to
tqwn, appearing at the Harlemm Opera-
House in “Lord and Lady Algy." Hils
mife, Julle Opp, will play Lady Algy
lor the first time. ‘

“A Chinese Honeymoon' will continue
ler another week at the Grand Opera-
:ouu. Every seat In the house has

; en sold for Monday night, when the
"‘-'Dlnlol E. Finn Assoclation, of the First
Assembly District, will give its annual
theatre party,

“When We Were Twenty-One,"’ Henry
V. Esmond's excellent comedy, will be
the offering of the Donnelly stock com-
pany at the Murray Hill,

““The Ninety and Nine'' will be at the

tll'.

“Wealth and Poverty,” a comedy-
rama of Michigan life, will be seen Lt
the Third Avenue.

“Acrogs the Paclfic'” will be the at-
tract! on at Proctor's Fifty-elghth Street

Theatre,

he Metropolll Theatre will have
“Hu Hearts.”

YA ~-Na-Pogue'' {s announced for

the West End Theatre.

The Gay Morning Glories will be at
the Dewey, and The World Beaters
l&r{mnny. with James J. Jeftries, at the

m,

“sntinuin engagements at leading
sheatres will be Annie Rusgell in *“The
Tounger Mrs. Parline.” G- nrh K: Thomas

. Ross In “Checkers,’ Academy of
l(ullc& Robert Edeson In ‘“‘Ranson’'s
Folly,” Hudson Theatre; “An English
Dalsy,” Casino; “The Vir Inlun. an-
hattan; Chauncey Olcott “Terence,"
New rk' “Swee Kluy Bellur-." Be-
luoo- eatre; ‘‘Mother Goose,”" New

“The County Chairman.'
lu:k s ek ey Wilkam Gillette in “The Ad-
o] uwn‘ New . $

Allen {n “Twelfth Night,"” Knicker- |
bocker; Wilton Lackaye in “The Pit,'
Other Girl,”" Empire; Ar-
“Candlda' and '‘The Man

old Daly In

! or Destiny,” Vaudeville Theatre; George |

Evans in_ “The Good Old Summer
Time,”” Fourteenth Street Theatre;
‘Quiney Adams Sawyer,” American,

GRAND OPERA BILLS.

“Faust,” which Is to be sung at the
Metropolitan Opera-House on both Mon-
day and Saturday nights, will introduce
two singers to this country, Mme. Aino
Ackte, who will be Marguerite, and
Fran Naval in the part of Faust. For
several seasons Mme. Ackte has been
leading soprano at the Paris Opera-
House, while Mr. Naval Is from the
Vienna Opera-House, Edyth Walker
will be the Slebel, and aliss DBauer-
melster the Martha. The Valentine on
Monday night will be Mr, Scottl, but on
Saturday night Mr., Campanirl will as-
sume the role. Pol Plancon, of course,
will be the Mephisto, Gustav Hinrichs
will conduct both performances.

The ninth performance of ‘‘Parsifal’
will be given on Tuesday evening, with
Mme, Ternina as Kundry and Mr, Dip-
pel for the first time as Parsifal,

On Weaneaday evening Mme. Calve
will be heard in two parts, Bantuzza in
“Cavalleria Rusticana' and Marguerite |
in the prison scene from Boito's opera,
{'Metistofele.” The Lola in ‘‘Cavalleria’
will be Mme. Homer, while Turlddu and
Alfio will be Messrs., Dippel and Cam-
anarl, In the scdne from ‘“‘Mefistofele’”
Mme, Calve will have the assistance of
Messrs., Dippel and Journet. Mr. Hln-l
richs will conduct both works, Dellbes's
charming ballet, “‘Coppella,"” will again
be presented on the same evening, this
tUmo with Miss Blanca Froehlich as |
Swanilda, Nahan Franko will c.ondgm.
the ballet,

“The Magic Flute," in German, will be |
tha bill Thursday evening, with .\lmf i
Bombrich as Astrifammante, Mme, Ter-
nina as the First Lady, Mr. Kloepfer |
ag Sarastro and Mr. Gorltz as Popageno,

On ¥Friday night \(m(- Calve will again |
appear in “Carmen,” with Mr, Dippel

as Don Jose,

A double bill, consisting of “La Tra-
viata,"” with Mme, Bembrich as Violetta,
Mr. Dippel as Alfredo and Mr. Bcotll
as Georglo, and the ballet “"Coppelin,”
with Miss IInrica Varasl as Swanilda,
is announced for Baturday afternoon,

To-morrow night's concert at the
Metropolitan will be devoted to the!
works of American composers, 'I‘hn{
soloists will be Mmes, Loulse Homer and
Edyth Walker, Lloyd Rand and Mr,
Campanarl,

VAUDEVILLE ATTRACTIONS.
Hammersteln's Victoria Theatre of
Varleties enters its third week with ah-
other entire change of bill. Amodg the
features are Papinta In her spectacular
electrical dances, Frank Rush, Eva
Mudge, Melville and Btetson, Howard
and Bland, Fisher and Carroll, lllckey

and Nelson, Bandor Trio, Herbert

Brooks, Avery and Hart. Pigcolo Mid-

"x‘('es‘:gd.%ﬁ}"wnf 'n‘;gh ded by th Bal-
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“@littering Gloria” and New Singers at the Opera.

l

offering at Broadway theatres | L’ ric; ‘‘The

lon Brothers, with song parodies, and
Marion Littlefield, soprano.
Vesta Tilley has proved

retained for a third week.
be Charles T, Aldrich, the Six
Birds, Galettl's monkeys, the Three Du-
monds and George Wllson, the former
minstrel.

Tony Pastor will offer a list embrac-
ing Josephine Gassman and her picka-
ninnles, Mons. Paulo and Mlle. Dika in
“*A French Frappe,” James H. Cullen,
Rosaire and Bar a.reuo Bignor Maceo
and his acting dog, and 'Smith and Ful- |
ler, musliciang, |

Proctor's (heatres: The Kaufran
troupe of cyclists will head the bill at
the Twenty-third Street Theatre, and !
droll little Adolph Zink will be another
feature. The FIfth Avenue Theatre

such a dm.w-l
Ing card at the Clrcle that she will be | dermere's F‘nn >
Others wlll | pean jug

| the Russell Brothers in “A Romanoa of

stork company will present the farce
“Champagne apd Oysters,”” The play at /|
the Harlem house will be “‘Lady \\ln-
Paul Spadonl, a B urn-
ler, will make his first ,\mnrl- !
can appearance at Prootor's, In Newark.
The Behmann show will be the attrac-
tion at Hurtlg & Seamon's. It lnvwdesl
New Jersey,” Fellx nnd Barry In ‘The |
Doings of Johnnie Jones,' George Felix
in parlor tricks and the Rossow Midgets
rof, Powell, magiclan, will remain at
the Tden Musee.

Huber's has rcopened and will offer a
number of new attractions,

IN BROOKLYN,

Lawrance D'Orsay in ‘“‘The Earl
Pawtucket” will be the attraction
the Montauk.
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PRETTY ACTAESS
WELS TREASUAER

l

Romance 'of Stage Folk Ends in!
Marriage in Brooklyn After a!
Proposal and Acceptance by|
Telegraph.

Patrons of the box office of the Am-
phipn Theatre In Brooklyn to-day will
notice a new dignity dn the bearing of
the treasurer, Edwin 8. MacFdUden.
He is a benedict.

Miss Mary Joyce, who for four years
was a member of the Four Cohans com-
pany, gave up the struggle fame and
left the company {n a Western town in
order to come back and go through
the ceremony which doubles a man's
troubles and halves his income with
MacFadden,

Thelr romance begnu®two vears aegn.
when the Four Cenans plaved at the
Amphion. MacFadden saw Miss Joyee
and lrwreurler could see &0 other giri
f'ney corresponded and he saved his
pennlcv

A week ago he counted up and found
he had enough to begin housckeeping
on, Hye wired the glad news and a ques-
u;m to Lilss Joyce, and she -wired vack

When she arrived MacFadden met her
In Willlamsburg and they went direc tly
(o the residence of the Rev. Frederisx

Saunders, pastor of the South Second
ﬂlreet Methodist Episcopal Church, He
made Lthem one.

Mr., and Mra, MacFadden are now
ready to recelve their friends at No. 163
South Ninth street,

BURST BLOOD VESSEL IN LEG.
John Bagley, a clerk for the Adams
Express Company in Jersey Clty, was
fou unconscious behind  his  desk
early to-dn.y.'A blood vessel in his feft

% serlous

‘consequence

DIAMONDS DIMMED
FLECTAIC LIGHTS

Gems Worn at Moe Levy Asso-
ciation Ball Far Qutshone the'
Artificial lBumination and
Dazzled Even the Dealers.

lcrushed hat of one of the old guard

Jlust night was its premiere on Broad-

Diamonds by the quart, peck, pound,
bale or barrel, any measure you like, !
decorated the ball of the Moe Levy
Assoclation, at Everett Hall, In East
I'ourth street. ‘The electric lights wers
shamed and the Kohinoor, had it by
some strange chance crept out of the
coffers of King Edward for the occa-
slon, would have had hard work making
its rays seen.

It was war—war to the last carat be-
tween the Levys and the Cohens. The
Levys heard that the Cohens wero going
to outshine them at their own ball, 1n
nearly every unredeemea
pledge on the Bowery was In ovidene.
Som of the participants wore so many
“sparklers’’ that they had to bore extra
holes In the fronts of their asbestos
shirts,

Occaslonally, when the dlamonds were
turned the right way, one could dis-
tingulsh at the end of the hall an elec-
tric slgh which red: “Welcome to the
Duke and Ducliew of Mssex Sireet'

A% to tho Duke, Joe Levy, he shone
like Solomon in all his blory. He and
the Duchess (Mrs. Levy) led the grand
march, and were followed by an array
of diamonds which covered the Moe
Levy Assoclation, the Cohens, the Orig-
Inal Cohens :and the Only Original
Copens, a delegation from the Essex
Market Bar Assoclation, the Martin
Engle Assoclation and more Cohens,

i, S'H dawn couldn’'t him the rays of
]
ett mﬂmﬂl

nds thal sointillated in ls.\'er-
‘was long after dawn,

when ho Duha'sna Duchess of Ess
street | mu au revolr, .
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BROADWAY, T00, HAS

‘BABES IN TOYLAND

‘Coppelia" Ballet Telis in
Charming Music and Delight- !
ful Dances the Fantastic Ro-
mance of a Doll’'s House.

| 1erta

‘

Fifty-ninth street needn't put on- such !
ofty airs, after all. .

There are other “Bahes in Toyland.' .
That's right, Mr. Conrled, bow l-m‘.7
even though you haven't far to bend.
It Is to be hoped Jullan Mitchell
won't hear of this—and the chances
are In Mr, Mitchell's favor—still lLeo
Dellbes’'s two-act bhallet ‘'Coppelia,”
performed at the Metropolitan Opera-
House last night, so delighted a big
audience, which stayed until the last
Qne twinkled good-night, that all the
town's apt to hear of Mr. Conried's
i successful experiment,
Fifteen years ago—this

upon the

of opera-goers!—"Coppella’ wns
duced at the Academy of Music
swore it was at the Academy!),

pro-
(he
but

way.

You probahly won't take the children
to see “Coppelin''—for, somehow or
other, children never did fit into five-
dollar seats—but it would be very nice
for you to go and then bhurry home
and tell the children all about It,

It's just a story of two lovers, Swan-
flda and Rrantz, who are on the point
of gettin® married when Frantz falls
fn love with a Jdoll—je ke lots of

men in real life—only this doll is pure-

ly and simply mechanieal Frantz,
not being as wise as some of his bro-
thers of the present day, climbs into
the toymaker's house, belley ing the
doll to be a beautiful -lnugflm-r of Cop-

e & made intoxicated, while

pelia

the doll, supposedly, Is Infused with
1ife,

it turns out that Swanilda, who has
fHllowed her falthless lover, has sub-
stituted herself for the doll, and in
i moment of pique the young lady
"y “A Doli's House" into “a rough
Pouse,”  knoeking down  automatons
right and left, and telling you In ac-

tions whieh speak plainer than words

thnat dolls, singly and collectively, can
g0 to smash

bioe having deone ¢ the damoage
possible, she dances over to Frantz,
and the music whispers to you that
1 1 Is forgiven,

¢ nowara g sung or uttered, The
story s told in pantomime, In dances
which are pretty, and in music that

is charming.

Miss Knrica Varasl, the Swanhilda,
danced delightfully and looked prettier
than any doll that ever was. Mar)
Gellford was a very well-behaved doll,
{Tek!aun Braun a graceful and pro Il)
penitent ¥rants, and Augusto
ololf, the ballet master of the opera-
house, a consolentious

the corps de ballet competent. Ther: ’ Amusements.

Yere all slzea In the gauze-skirted cop

tingent of coryphees, and such a \ = s e t

ety of legs as wonld make a French NEW EYPIR THE "T",,' I WAy fe DL

[?slnr biush with envy. The supports L Evgs. 8.20. Mat. Sat., 2.19

of one monstrous mald might  serve Auzus‘us Thomas's ('

;n'u columns for a Temple to Woman— "l»'l|'ulnt-|; The Other dirl
youre thinking of huilding one-|

while at the other end of the Ine! HE QO 1'{':‘“1:';."5“.’; i‘.: -"‘u

ifwus a sylphlike creature with n p.m llllll TIME

like Flossle goes to school with TONIGHT,

| The first part of the biil was '( n\nl-l

Rusticana,” In which Calve, as
Bantuzza, of course, atoned for her Car-

lnrn by gilving uan excellent Jper-

formance., Herr Dippel, who Is work-|

ing very hard these nights, all hut|

hroke in two and went on the rocks
as Turrido. (‘umpun.ul as Alfio, !
sonnAcAd We hnt looked small (i)

Amusements.
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CENTURY
PLAYERS

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF

SYDNEY ROSENFELD
orexive Gat, Eve., Feb. 20

(FIRST MATINEE FEB. 22)
IN SHAKESPEARE'S

“MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING.” |

Prices 50, 75, 1.00, 1,50. Hoxes 10,00,
Never Any Higher, and No Sjcculators,
lhi\”lll'“ NOW OFEN -

For complete information see to-mor-
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